Willem van Genugten is Emeritus Professor of International Law at Tilburg University.

His alma mater is Radboud University in Nijmegen, where he studied both law and philosophy and
defended his PhD thesis. He has been a.o. professor at the Minnesota School of Law, USA, co-
founder and chair of the Center for Transboundary Legal Development at Tilburg University, Dean of
the Tilburg Law Faculty (twice), chair of the board of the National Research School Human Rights,
chair of the board of NWO-WOTRO Science for Global Development and the editor/editor-in-chief of
the Netherlands Yearbook of International Law. From 1991 until 2012, he held several policy advice
positions for the Dutch government, a.o. as chair of the standing Commission on Human Rights of the
Advisory Council of International Affairs.

He has published on a series of international law subjects, both in the classical legal sense and from a
multi/interdisciplinary perspective, with a special focus on human rights and economic actors and
factors. So far, he supervised 37 PhD candidates on their way to the auditorium. In 2012, he was
awarded a doctorate honoris causa by North-West University, South Africa for his “international legal
stature” and his “passion for promoting international scholarly relations”.

Marleen Janssen Groesbeek is lector Sustainable Finance and Accounting at the Avans University of
Applied Sciences, located in the cities Breda, Roosendaal, 's-Hertogenbosch and Tilburg.

Prior to working as a lector, she worked as a financial journalist for almost 20 years, primarily for the
Dutch newspaper Het Financieel Dagblad. After her carrier as a journalist she worked for a couple of
years as a Sustainability Advisor at Eumedion, the organisation representing the interests of
institutional investors active in the Netherlands. Subsequently she was Sustainability Manager at
DSM, focussing on stakeholder engagement and integral reporting. Her first book, Maatschappelijk
Ondernemen, was published in 2001 and since then she has published books and articles about
sustainability, creativity and leadership on a regular basis. She has is member of Het Groene Brein,
Sustainable Finance Lab and works as a columnist at the magazine P+, and has several additional
positions, among others at CE Delft, ASN Bank, Rank-a-Brand, Fossiel Vrij Nederland and the Pieter
Hennipman stichting.

The slogan of her lecorate is Change finance, finance change. In her inaugural speech she
emphasized that achieving a sustainable monetary and financial system requires us to take action
ourselves. She studied economics at the University of Amsterdam.

David Kovick is Senior Advisor at Shift, a non-profit organisation specialized in business and human
rights, based in New York City.

At Shift, he oversees all the facilitation and dialogue processes, making sure that the organisation’s
engagements are driven by participants’ needs, are interactive and have a lasting impact on
participants’ thinking and decision making. As a mediation and dispute resolution expert, he
particularly focuses on facilitating multistakeholder dialogue and cross-cultural collaborations. With
Shift, he has facilitated dialogue and led capacity building with companies, governments, financial
institutions and civil society organizations in Africa, the Americas and Europe.



Prior to joining Shift, he contributed to the work of the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-
General for business and human rights John Ruggie, specifically advising on the role of mediation and
dispute resolution tools as part of the Access to Remedy pillar of the Guiding Principles. He
conducted this work as part of his role with the Consensus Building Institute (CBI), an affiliate
organization of the Harvard/MIT Program on Negotiation. While with CBI, he worked as both a
neutral third party, designing and leading stakeholder negotiations in some of the most challenging
parts of the world, and as a trainer, advisor and coach to leaders of Fortune 50 companies in the
extractive, high tech and pharmaceutical industries

He earned his law degree from Stanford Law School and his Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and
African Studies from Duke University. Prior to his work as a mediator, he worked in Zimbabwe and
other regions of southern Africa and in Southeast Asia, supporting democratic governance and
electoral reforms.



